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have her final reckoning with Serbia.   He learned from
Prince Hohenlohe, who had recently returned from St.
Petersburg, that Russia was not likely to interfere, if Aus-
tria acted quickly and energetically against Serbia; now
was better than later, because Russia was trying to win over
Rumania from the side of the Triple Alliance to that of the
Triple Entente.   This was also the view of Baron Nopsea,
who had recently been going about in Rumania disguised
as a shepherd.   He reported to Conrad that public opinion
there was  entirely  against Austria-Hungary,   and  that
Rumania was falling wholly into Russian and French lead-
ing strings.   But Berchtold, timid and hesitating, was in-
clined to be content with gestures and half-measures.198
In long Ministerial Councils on October 3 and 13, Aus-
trian officials earnestly discussed what should be done.
Three views were represented respectively by Baron Conrad,
Count Tisza, and Count Berchtold.   Conrad, as usual, in-
sisted that Serbia must be dealt with once and for all, be-
fore it was too late, especially as Rumania was falling away
from Austria and coming under Russian and French influ-
ence.   Serbia must either be compelled, to accept peaceful
incorporation into Austria-Hungary, being given a position
somewhat like that of Bavaria or Saxony in the German
Empire, and involving "trialism"—a reorganization of the
Dual Monarchy into a federal "triple state."  Or, if this was
not possible, then Conrad favored an ultimatum to Serbia;
if no satisfactory reply was forthcoming, he would then
urge immediate and energetic war.   At its conclusion—he
had no doubt but that Austria would be victorious—Aus-
tria could annex some parts of Serbia, and could gratify
Rumania, Bulgaria and Greece by offering other parts of
Serbia to them—the Timok district to Rumania, and Mace-
donia to Bulgaria and Greece.   This would be an effective
revision of the Bucharest Treaty very beneficial to Austria*
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